
 



Peace  
 
 
Peace is planting a tree. 
Being nice. 
Eating a pie slowly.  
Letting a bird fly freely, 
And waiting for the bird’s egg to crack. 

       -Alair, 2nd grade 
 
 
 
Peace feels like quiet and sunshine. 
Peace tastes like sweet pie. 
Peace looks like kind people. 
Peace smells like warm, soft flower petals 
Letting off the beautiful scent. 

      -Poppy, 2nd grade 
 
 
 
Peace is reading books and being quiet, 
and helping people. 
To not litter in the water. 
Peace feels like a baby’s skin. 

       -Vanessa, 2nd grade 
 
 
 
Peace is love and care. 
Peace is nature. 

       -Michael, 2nd grade 
 
 
 
I think peace is keeping the ocean clean, 
and picking up trash. 
Peace tastes good.  
Peace feels soft. 
Peace looks like roses. 
Peace sounds like the wind. 

      -Lila, 2nd grade 

THE RAVEN’S QUILL 

Welcome, Readers! 

Rooftop’s Literary Magazine, 
“The Raven’s Quill”, was 
developed to showcase the 
writing of our talented 
Rooftop students.  Within 
the covers of this magazine, 
we hope to reflect the inner 
thoughts, private dreams 
and wild imaginations of our 
creative student body.  Each 
of these student entries has 
been submitted by their 
teachers as reflective of the 
given theme or of particular 
literary value. 

There will be three editions 
each year and each edition 
will focus on a theme.  This 
Fall edition’s theme is 
“Peace”, due to the 10 year 
anniversary of 9/11 and 
International Peace Day on 
September 21.  At Rooftop, 
we strive to foster peace 
amongst our students and 
within the community and 
world.   Through these 
poems of peace, we hope to 
demonstrate how words can 
be a powerful force towards 
that end. 

We hope that you will enjoy 
this inaugural edition of The 
Raven’s Quill, and we look 
forward to sharing more 
creative writing from 
Rooftop students with our 
readers! 



As I Walk  

As I walk, through life and death,  
Through fear and hope, 
Through young and old,  
I remember. 
 
As I walk, through steel and stone, 
Through friend and foe, 
Through discovered and undiscovered, 
I remember. 
 
A time of slavery, a time of injustice,  
A time of brutalness. 
 
I look up from where I’m walking, 
Afraid of what I’ll see. But instead of 
seeing  
What I’d thought I’d see, 
I saw a big grassy field. 
And I realize that I have walked 
Through the past and the present 
But not the future. 
 
We, as a community, can make 
A difference. 
 
– by Kaya, 5th grade 
 
 
 
 
Hope  

One can always hope, or imagine 
Hope for a better world 
A world with no violence 
No discrimination 
You know, nothing will ever be perfect 
I don’t believe in perfect 
But we can always hope for better 
Right? 
 
– by Eli, 5th grade 
 
 

Valley of the Moon  

I remember the pitch black starry 
night of the talent show, with so much 
laughter and humor for “Chuck”, the 
night’s fresh air and the sounds of 
crickets, 
The happiness going around,  
I remember the laughter for the talent 
show, 
I remember. 
 
– by Ali, 5th grade 
 

 

 

I Remember  

I remember a happy and amazing time 
at the dining hall.  
I felt so happy and great inside me 
that I was like a big happy face, when 
I saw my wonderful friends sitting 
with me. 
The smell of food, just like a great 
piece of fresh baked bread with 
chocolate and the brownies with that 
melted chocolate and just a sprinkler 
of flour. 
I saw fascinating colors, I saw blue as 
blue as the sea, and all it’s colorful 
animals and the yellow blazing sun. I 
remember playing double 07 with 
Tomi and Destiny. I also remember 
my ear still ringing. 
 
– by Maria, 5th grade 
 
 

 

 

 



 What is Peace? 
What is peace? 
peace /pes/  
noun: Freedom from disturbance; quiet and 
tranquility. 

Peace is a state of harmony 
characterized by the lack of violent conflict, 
commonly misunderstood as the absence of 
hostility. “What does this mean?: I ask myself. 
Should I reflect on the idea throughout my 
day, or forget until necessary? 

 Depart from evil, and do good; seek 
peace and pursue it (psalm 34:14). It’s from 
the bible, stating to avoid evil and attempt 
only good. As Benjamin Franklin said: there 
never was a good war, or bad peace.” Mostly 
war is about something nobody cares about or 
an excuse to let all negative feelings out. Is 
there another way to go about solving this? 
People make war as a way to make 
themselves feel better about his/her self, but 
does that work? 

 “I believe all suffering is caused by 
ignorance. People inflict pain on others in the 
selfish pursuit of their happiness or 
satisfaction. Yet true happiness comes from a 
sense of peace and contentment, which in turn 
must be achieved through the cultivation of 
altruism, of love and compassion, elimination 
of ignorance, selfishness, and greed.” The 
Dalai Lama said that. It may be long or 
interpreted as tedious, but it has true time 
and meaning.  

 If you don’t believe you deserve the 
happiness or pride you have been given then 
you most likely don’t, be honest with yourself 
and you will find true happiness.  

 “Climb the mountains and get their 
tidings. Nature’s peace will flow into you as 
sunshine flows into trees. The winds will blow 
their own freshness into you, and the storms 
their energy, while cares will drop away from 
you like the leaves of autumn” says John 
Muir.  You have to work for peace just like 
how you have to work for happiness. You have 
to give respect to be given respect. Peace isn’t 
easy. There will always be disagreements, but 
you have to live and enjoy the life you have to 
be able to gain peace.  

– Anonymous, 6th grade 

AMAZING PEACE   

by Maya Angelou 

In our joy, we think we hear a whisper. 
At first it is too soft.   Then only half 
heard. 
We listen carefully as it gathers 
strength. 
We hear a sweetness. 
The word is Peace. 
It is loud now. 
Louder than the explosion of bombs. 

We tremble at the sound. 
We are thrilled by its presence. 
It is what we have hungered for. 
Not just the absence of war.    

But true Peace. 
A harmony of spirit, and comfort of 
courtesies. 
Security for our beloveds and their 
beloveds. 

We, Angels and Mortals, Believers and 
Nonbelievers, 
Look heavenward and speak the word 
aloud. 
Peace.  We look at each other, then 
into ourselves, 
And we say without shyness or apology 
or hesitation: 

Peace, My Brother. 
Peace, My Sister. 
Peace, My Soul. 

 



Peace 

As I sit here at my front steps, 

I feel the gentle wind drifting around, 

Bringing the welcoming smell of 
springtime,  

Like a gift of eternal flowers. 

I close my eyes and see a rainbow,  

Jumping from one pace to another, 

Sparkles trailing behind, 

Bright as stars. 

I think about how I feel. 

I feel peace. 

Although there are wars going on,  

I wish it would stop 

And for peace to come 

 

I wish and wait for peace to come. 

 
– by Joni, 6th grade 

 

 

Peace 

the substance within 
It’s in the air 
and under your bed 
in the closet 
in your head 
It’s everywhere you look 
but you can’t see it 
God controls peace 
Peace is no fighting 
Respecting differences forever 
Peace will soon come 
 

– by Owen, 4th grade 

  

Pieces of Peace 

Peace is a soft pillow 

For the world to lay its head on 

A stray dog at the pound 

Waiting to be adopted 

So let me show you 

The way to peace 

An adventure worth taking 

So come with me 

 
– by Bella, 4th grade 

 

 

Peace 

Peace. It’s what keeps the world 
around us calm, 

It keeps us alive. 

Five. 

Five little letters that stand for so 
much 

Health, happiness, life, and so much 
more. 

Peace. 

It’s what makes us feel safe. 

Every day, people fight for five single 
letters: 

Peace 

 

– by Matthew, 6th grade 

 

 

 

 



What Peace Is 

Peace is a garden 

all in bloom 

with a table 

and a cup  

and a friend  

with a word of  

Peace 

Sitting quietly 

sipping tea 

talking quietly, quietly 

the songs of birds 

the hush of the wind 

the steam of the tea is 

Peace 

to me 

– by Dasha, 5th grade 

 

 

When hope comes flying around 

You have to catch it 

Hope is the only thing we need 

To survive 

– Cinthya, 7th grade 

 

When everything seems  

Impossible 

Hope whispers 

Try it once more 

– Corinna, 7th grade 

 

Pieces of Peace 

Some people play with their cats, 

Some people snuggle with their 
stuffies, 

Some people just fwump on the couch, 

Guns can’t be the way, 

and if there is a way for war, 

then have it be a war of who’s more 
peaceful. 

So is there a way for 

peace to break through the 

wall of war? 

– by Pascal, 4th grade 
 
 
 
My Peaceful World  

My peaceful world is when you 
play with people different than you! 
 
My peaceful world is when you 
spread your love to the world! 
 
My peaceful world is when there 
is no war forever! 
 
My peaceful world is when there 
is fun and you are nice to everybody! 
 
My peaceful world is when there 
are books and toys to all poor people 
who don’t have toys or books! 
 
In my peaceful world, everybody  
gets to learn about having peace! 
 
That is my peaceful world. 

– Anonymous, 4th grade 



 
Community flag created by Ms. Toupin’s class 

9/11  

was the complete opposite of heaven 

It caused the Earth to moan 

It formed tears in god’s eyes 

Even from his throne 

For all those who died 

women and men 

We owe it to them to let this world 

Heal again  

– Jack, 8th grade  
 

Life is what we give 

Wishes are not always granted 

Hope is what we want 

Let’s all give positive thoughts 

To all whom we love 

– Alisha, 6th grade     

You say I’m  

horrible 

 

You say I’m an  

abomination 

You say I’m a 

terrorist 

But in reality, 

I’m a person 

Just like 

you and me 

An American 

– Alejandra, 8th grade 



Room 3 K’s 

Describe their Picasso Field Trip: 
 

 

“We got on a school bus.  We arrived at the 
deYoung Museum.  They showed us how he 
(Picasso) did his art and a movie.  Some 
pictures we remember:  his dead friend, the 
blind lady in blue, the girlfriend with nails in 
her heart and goats: bicycle and the 
sculpture.” 

 

 

Sculptures inspired by Pablo Picasso created by Kindergartners in Rooms 3, 5 & 7. 



 

Rooftop Student Body Officers 2011-2012: (from left):  Tony (7th grade Vice-President), Julian 
(Secretary), Jack (President), Jacob (8th grade Vice-President) and Axel (Treasurer). 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Election speech by JACK, Student Body President  

Hello Mayeda!! I’m Jack Julian Fong Gougoutas and I’m 
running for student body president.  Like some of you, I’ve 
been here since kindergarten and have grown up here.  
Others of us have not and might have started this year, but 
we are still part of a strong community called Rooftop. 

 Now I’m not sure if you’ve heard of this thing called 
Rooftop spirit, but it started growing inside of you the 
moment you first came to this school.  To me it’s like a virtue 
that you gain, it shows you how to work with other people, 
how to be kind and generous. It shows you how to be 
confident, how not to be afraid to ask questions.  It shows 
you how to always try your best, take chances, and make 
mistakes.  We all share this virtue, and though it shapes 
who we are, we also shape what it is. 

 So what are some of your ideas for showing your Rooftop 
spirit this year, I’d like to hear them and that’s why I’m 
going to put a suggestion box in each of the classrooms if I’m 
elected.  Now I can’t promise kool-aid in the water fountains, 
or a waterslide going from the roof to the playground, but I 
can promise 100%... no, 115% of my effort in making your 
ideas a reality. 

 You see this, this is a wing, but not just any ordinary 
wing… it’s a wing on a human.  Right now there’s a lot of 
open space under this human wing, but I’ll have you know 
that if I’m elected president, there won’t be a lot of open 
space left because I’ll proudly place Rooftop under this 
wing. 

 I want to wish the best of luck to all the other 
candidates and you should remember that we all already 
won just by running. 

 Thank you very much and please vote Jack Fong 
Gougoutas for student body president. 

 

 

Steve Jobs 
Tribute 

Goodbye 

Steve Jobs 

We will never  

forget the man 

who changed  

history 

We will always 

Remember 

the genius mind of 

Steve Jobs 

– Juliana, 6th grade 



 

To the one that touched all 

To the one that changed the world 

To the one that learned to connect the dots 

To the one that morphed the face of technology 

To Steve Jobs 

– by Lucy, 6th grade 

 

 

 

Election speech by COSMO, Student Body President  

Hi my name is Cosmo Maddux and I’m going for student body president.  Remember 
Go Go with the Cosmo!!! 

I stand for 3 things.  A cleaner school, a sportier school and a better funded art 
program! 

Reason number 1:  We can make the school cleaner by being good citizens and picking up 
more trash around the schoolyard.  If you are a boy or a girl, then you probably want to 
listen to this…   When you go into the boys’ or the girls’ bathroom isn’t it always dark, 
gloomy and dirty?  Don’t you think that we should fix them up and put some air fresheners 
in them?  I stand for a cleaner school and that is one reason you should vote for me! 

Reason number 2:  I think we should get more fit and have more sports programs and 
more time for PE.  And when we want to play football, basketball, soccer or baseball, we 
don’t have enough time!  I would work with the school to have more time for PE. 

Reason number 3:  Finally, I would like to do more for all the grades with a better funded 
art program.  I think we would all benefit from bake sales with the money going to the art 
programs.  I think we should have a whole art room for things like clay and a potter’s 
wheel.  I would raise money for the art programs by parents and kids having bake sales 
every few months. 

Remember Go Go with the Cosmo for a cleaner, sportier school and a better 
funded art program.  Go Go with the Cosmo!!!   



What Is A Leader? 
By Bella, 4th Grade 

 A good leader is someone you can trust.  Someone who is responsible because 
with great power comes great responsibility.  A good example of a leader is Ghandi 
because he stood up for what he believed in.  That’s what a leader should be able to 
do.  A leader has to be social because if you want people to listen to your ideas, they 
have to know how in the world you are.  A leader should have self-confidence 
because you have to believe that you can do things.  You have to be fair to other 
people and you have to be a good example.  A leader should care for their 
community.  A leader should speak up when they think something is not right.  Isn’t 
that what you want in a good leader? 

 

Burnett Student Council (counterclockwise from front left):  Cosmo (President), Annie (Vice-
President, Dylan (Ms. Kastner’s rep), Josie (Mr. Mattson’s rep), Olivia (Mr. Mattson’s rep),  
Emi (Ms. Kastner’s rep), Eloise (Ms. Toupin’s rep), Tristan (Ms. Toupin’s rep), Nyla Rose 
(Mr. Rogers’ rep), Ruby (Mr. Rogers’ rep), Paulina (Ms. Woo’s rep), Cole (Ms. Woo’s rep). 



 

The Raven’s Quill  
would like to offer special acknowledgement to 

Kamilah Willis  

who came up with the inspired name for the Literary Magazine 

and 

Kiran Mukherjee 

who drew the beautiful raven that graces the cover of our Fall edition 

and thank our wonderful teachers 

Ms. Winship 

Ms. Cooke 

Ms. Woo 

Ms. Kennedy 

Ms. Contreras 

Ms. Sugawara 

&  

our many featured writers and artists 

for sharing your talents with the Rooftop Community 

 

Our Upcoming Themes 

Winter: CELEBRATION 

Spring: FOOD AND SUSTENANCE 

 


