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ogic will get you from A to B.  
Imagination will take you everywhere.  

--  Albert Einstein
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SFArtsEd Dance Residency with Esme Kundanis-Grow
Rooftop’s K-5  students have been exploring creative movement in an 8-
week dance residency with teaching artist Esme Kundanis-Grow.  As the 
residency draws to a close, the school community enjoys a number of final
dance performances as part of morning circle.  We asked Esme to share
some thoughts about her work at Rooftop School, and she replied: 

“It is no wonder that I experience so much dance inside Rooftop
Elementary School. The school's close proximity to nature, the student's
diverse exposure to art, and a creative and inspired faculty all help encour-
age students to feel comfortable in expressing themselves through move-
ment. In sharing improvisation with the students, I have experienced the joy
of witnessing their movement "aha!" moments as well as their states of clear
presence and body awareness. The way they navigate a particular move-
ment pattern is incredibly unique, and I find their commitment and
courage to learn difficult dance sequences impressive.”

“Dance continues to bring me joy in my own life and my focus in
class is sharing that electric feeling that dance creates inside a body.
Whether it is Kindergarten or 5th Grade, the students always let loose
in a freeze dance at the end of class. Their use of imagination can
transport them anywhere on the dance floor, exposing current move-
ments in dance culture and highlighting the spectacular. They surprise
me with hidden virtuosity constantly! They are experiencing a physical
practice along side their general education, and I believe this prac-
tice will aid them in any subject they are learning. This school contin-
ues to energize and excite me as an arts educator, and I appreciate
the focus and innovation that occurs in these dance classes. It is a
true delight to share dance at this school.”

For this year's Family Art Activity, we invite families to participate
in artist and ocean activist Asher Jay’s “Message in a Bottle,” a
conceptual, collaborative campaign that offers the opportunity
to express concerns for our oceans through creative media.  
To participate, please read more about Asher’s work combining creativity and conservation and 
follow the project instructions located on the Rooftop Art Website at: http://tinyurl.com/c9zo2ex  
Bring your completed ocean-inspired art bottles to school and we’ll create a group installation 
that inspires our community, and those beyond, to help preserve the health of our oceans.

2013 Rooftop Family Art Homework
“MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE “

Connect with the Ocean, Connect with your Family
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Flo Oy Wong Inspires Community
Artmaking at Burnett Campus 

Rooftop's visiting artist Flo Oy Wong brings
many fruitful collaborations with our students,
teachers and parent volunteers.  In the class-
rooms, Flo shares with our students her work as
an artist that uses a variety of materials and
techniques to share what Flo calls the
"extraordinary stories of ordinary people."  Flo
also shared a very powerful art-making session
with the Art Parents, inviting them to create
small hand-sewn multimedia fabric pockets
that will be part of a moving artwork that hon-
ors Moussa and Odette Abadi, a French cou-
ple who saved 527 Jewish children from the
Holocaust during World War II. 

As an extension of Flo's time in the classroom,
the Art Parents are working with our students
to create  artwork inspired by Flo's work that
express both the individual and the communi-
ty.  Using printmaking, text and sewing, the
children create an expression of their feelings
about being part of the Rooftop community.
The results will be assembled together as a
larger collaborative work that will be included
in a gallery show next fall at the Luggage
Store and Annex Gallery, celebrating Flo's
75th birthday.  Rooftop is honored to be invit-
ed by Flo to be part of this group show, and
we look forward to continuing our collabora-
tion next autumn.

Mayeda Students’ Terracotta Warriors 
on Display at the Asian Art Museum

Inspired by a visit to the
Asian Art Museum to see
the landmark exhibit
"China's Terracotta
Warriors: The First
Emperor's Legacy,"
Rooftop's seventh
graders have created
their own miniature ver-
sions of the ceramic
antiquities.  Featuring
expressive faces and
clever details (like a tiny
kitten on a shoulder!)
the students have re-interpreted this ancient
ceramic works with their own modern sensibility.  

Rooftop is hon-
ored that the
Asian Art
Museum is dis-
playing the stu-
dents' versions of
the warriors,
now through
mid-May.  We
invite you to

check out the student’s work at the museum with
a reminder that Sunday, May 5 is free admission.

SF Film Society Filmmakers in the Classroom
Burnett Campus Residency

Last fall, Rooftop’s 7th grade participated in the SF
Film Society’s Filmmakers in the classroom pro-
gram, and this spring, it’s the Burnett Campus’
turn. Students in Mr. Rogers' fourth grade class
have been enjoying a weekly filmmaking residen-
cy with professional filmmaker, Kiazad Ehya.  
The Filmmakers in the Classroom program is provid-
ed free-of-charge by the San Francisco Film
Society.  The goal of the program is to provide stu-
dents and their teachers with intensive, hands-on
instruction in film literacy, critical thinking, screen-
writing and filmmaking.  Plus, the students find it
engaging and  fun!  Mr. R's students have created
a number of silent live-action short films and have
experimented with Foley sound effects, layering
man-made sound effects onto silent film footage.
The residency will continue through the end of the
school year. 
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Coming Together: Sharing Our Ezra Jack Keats Learning with the Community
Following the K-5 field trips to the Ezra Jack Keats exhibit at the
Contemporary Jewish Museum, our K-5 students have been
busy making their own Keats-inspired art and sharing it with
the community.  At the Burnett Campus, be sure see the fan-
tastic neighborhood mural that our students have created in
the MPR. This large-scale paper  scene of the neighborhood
surrounding Rooftop includes hundreds of"mini-me" collage
self portraits.  Using papers they hand-textured themselves,
each student created a representation of themselves, and
then symbolically “inserted” themselves as part of our commu-
nity.  Thank you to our teachers and art parents for making this
collaborative artwork happen. We’re so proud that all K-5
classes participated! 

We're also sharing our Keats learning with the broader San
Francisco community with a special display in the Children's
Room at the SF Public Library Main Branch.  As part of the
Keats author study with Ms. Tamra in the library, our students
created paper collage bookmarks that depict their favorite
parts of Keats stories and interesting bits of information about
the artist/author.  If you're in the Civic Center, please be sure
to drop into the library to see display, now through mid-May. 

The Ezra Jack Keats study also inspired our students’ own bookmak-
ing.  On the lower campus, students participated in the first-ever Ezra
Jack Keats Bookmaking Competition on the West Coast.  Sponsored
by the Contemporary Jewish Museum, the Ezra Jack Keats
Foundation and SFUSD, the competition promotes the art and craft
of original bookmaking.  Representing Rooftop in the competition
were Ms. Smith’s first grade with “Anyone Can Fly,” a collaborative
book inspired by an artist/author study of Faith Ringgold.  Also on dis-
play were Marco Lule and Max McCarty’s snowflake poetry/art
books. Ella Morris’ “The Search” (a book about a lost hermit crab)
was awarded first place in the Early Elementary category.  

At the Mayeda Campus, students studied Keats’ books with a sense
of nostalgia for their younger days with picture books.  Exploring the
Keats’ artistry and his ability to capture young imaginations, students
created their own original storybooks.  The older students plan to
share their books with their younger counterparts at Burnett.  Photo by Kira Shemano



"Stories on Stage"with Fifth Grade
Friday, April 19 - Rooftop's 5th grade enjoyed the
culmination of an 12 week drama and literacy
residency with StageWrite teaching artist, Laura
Lowry.  Through the "Stories on Stage" curriculum,
students explored the classic children's book
"Where the Wild Things Are," by Maurice Sendak.

Using drama
activities
designed to
interactively
explore narra-
tive story ele-
ments, stu-
dents added
details from
their own
imagination.
Going
beyond the
information

provided by the story's text, the students inhabit-
ed the characters, setting and plot, creating final
performances that were uniquely their own. 
Performing for their peers, each class presented
an original work.  Ms. Mocklin's class presented
"Wild Thing" monologues, which stemmed from a
collaborative writing exercise to create charac-
ters who weren't included in the original version
of the story.  Ms. Kennedy's class performed an
original enactment of Sendak's text that spring-
boarded from the residency's drama and
improvisational games.  Through the process and
performance, students built skills in creative
expression, collaboration and critical thinking.

The Trans-Global People's Chorus
Bay Area composer / musician / teaching artist
Darren Johnston is currently working at the
Mayeda Campus with Rooftop's 6th graders.
Johnston has invited Rooftop School to partner
on his newest musical project, "Letters to Home,"
which is slated to premiere this summer at the
Yerba Buena Garden Festival.  Darren is also
working with a group of younger students and
their families in a 12-week afterschool workshop. 

"Letters to Home,"
will introduce a
multi-genera-
tional chorus
comprised of a
diverse gathering
of participants,
including stu-
dents from the
Oakland High
School for the
Arts and Rooftop
School.  Rooftop
workshop atten-
dees will be invit-
ed to sing with
an ensemble of
featured vocal-
ists, theatrical
performers, and
some of the finest musicians in the Bay Area.
TGP Chorus participants will come together for
the world premiere of "Letters to Home," on
Saturday, June 22, at 12 pm at the Yerba Buena
Gardens Festival.  

San Francisco Symphony Adventures in Music
Throughout the school year, Rooftop's 1st through 5th grade
students have participated in the SF Symphony's Adventures
in Music (AIM) program.  This interdisciplinary program inte-
grates live music performances and related music educa-
tion experience with everyday classroom lessons in lan-
guage arts, social studies and other subjects.  The program
combines in-school performances from ensembles of musi-
cians with a specially designed curriculum that is tied to
academic standards and supports music learning in the
everyday classroom.  The culminating event of the program
is the annual trip to Davies Symphony Hall for a private con-
cert performed by the full orchestra.  The 3rd, 4th and 5th graders enjoyed their Davies performance
in December, and 1st and 2nd attended just this past month.  We are grateful for the Symphony's
commitment to serving more than 23,000 San Francisco children, 91 schools, and 1,123 teachers!
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ROOFTOP ART CALENDAR - May 2013
WOWZERS!  It’s a going to be a busy month! Don’t miss these fantastic events that 
celebrate our students’ creativity and embrace community & the arts at Rooftop!

Rooftop Open House - Burnett Campus 6 pm, Mayeda Campus 6:30 pm
Witness our students’ achievements this year and check our the Ezra Jack Keats
community mural and Family Art Activity installation in the Burnett MPR.

Rooftop Rocks! Jerry Garcia Amphitheater, McLaren Park - 12 noon - 3 pm
Rooftop’s community of musicians, both adults and students, present their tal-
ents in this FUNdraiser that benefits the PTA.  $25 for adults, children are FREE!

SF International Film Festival - Filmmakers in the Schools Special Presentation
Mayeda students will enjoy a screening and Q&A session with Jillian Schlesinger,
director of "Maidentrip” the story of a young woman who sails across the globe.

Rooftop Instrumental Music Program Performance - Burnett MPR - 6:30 pm
Our fourth grade musicians showcase their newly developed talents from their 
first year of instrumental music instruction with instructor Kaitlin MacChesney.

Rooftop International Festival - All school day, Mayeda Amphitheater 
Our favorite springtime performing arts showcase, featuring a feast of foods that
celebrate our community’s diversity and special guest artists from the SOTA
World Music Program. FOOD DONATIONS & PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

African American Shakespeare Company - “The Merry Wives of Windsor”
The “Shake It Up” program returns to Rooftop, as our 6th-8th grade students
embark on a study of Shakespeare’s work, re-envisioned for today’s youth.  Two
in-class sessions will be followed by a field trip to the Buriel Clay Theater at the
African American Cultural Complex for a live performance of the classic work.

Blue Bear School of Music Benefit Concert at Bimbo’s 365 Club - 7 pm
Featuring performances by the Icy Chills and Blade, Rooftop’s after-school Blue
Bear rock bands.  Ticket prices support Blue Bear programming in the schools
and are available at: http://www.bluebearmusic.org/benefit/

Fourth Grade Poetry Night - Mayeda Campus Gym - 6:30 pm
Rooftop's 4th graders have been hard at work in creating thoughtful, expressive
poetry.  Their writings will be assembled into beautiful handbound keepsake
books and they will recite their poems at this gathering of family and friends.  

Rooftop Art Parent and Volunteer Thank You Luncheon - Rooftop Garden - 2 pm
Join us for as we gather to thank our faithful volunteers and celebrate another
fantastic year of community and caring at Rooftop School. 

Rooftop After School Chorus Performance - DATE AND TIME TBA
Keep an eye on the Wednesday Bulletin for an announcement of the spring
performance by our young vocalists, led by director Victor Cervantes.

PTA Reflections Art Program Display - “The Magic of a Moment”
Board of Education Chambers, SFUSD Headquarters - 555 Franklin Street.  View
student artwork from across the school district, including works from 10 students
chosen to represent Rooftop in this national PTA art program.

Thur, May 2nd

Sun, May 5th

Mon, May 6th

Thur, May 9th

Fri, May 10th

May 13, 14, 16

Sat, May 18th

Thu, May 23rd

Fri, May 24th

TBA for May

Now thru Fall
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“THE CITY IS THE CAMPUS”
Make your family’s summer “Art-Full” with free and low-cost arts events 

GWAH GUY: CROSSING THE STREET
A Collaboration between Marcus Shelby 

and Flo Oy Wong
June 7 & 8 at 8 pm - ODC Theater

In a performance presented by the Asian Pacific
Islander Cultural Center, Marcus and Flo musically

explore poignant memories of Flo’s husband
Edward K. Wong aka Baby Jack.

YERBA BUENA GARDENS FESTIVAL
Free outdoor concerts and performances in 

the beautiful downtown Yerba Buena Gardens.
The festival features jazz, poetry, opera, hip hop,

world music, circus arts, dance and special 
children's performances.  For a complete 

calendar, go to: www.ybgfestival.org

AT THE YBGF, DON’T MISS THIS ONE!!
Darren Johnston and the Trans Global

People's Chorus - June 21st
featuring performers from Rooftop!

(See the April Art Newsletter for more info)

STERN GROVE FESTIVAL
An admission-free performing arts series, in
Sigmund Stern Grove, a beautiful outdoor
amphitheater located at 19th Ave & Sloat. 

Beginning Sunday, June 16, performances 
will be held every Sunday afternoon at 2 pm.  

The festival also hosts free performing arts 
workshops for children throughout the summer.

The season's schedule and information on 
children's events will be posted on their

website on May 1st.  www.sterngrove.org

SF JAZZ FAMILY MATINEE
SF Jazz Center - Saturday, June 8

“The Next Generation”with Marcus Shelby
and the High School All Stars Jazz Combo

FREE MUSEUM DAYS THIS SUMMER

“FIRST TUESDAYS” 6/4, 7/2 and 8/6
The deYoung & Legion of Honor, 
Contemporary Jewish Museum

Cartoon Art Museum
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts

Conservatory of Flowers

“FIRST SUNDAYS” 6/2, 7/7 and 8/4
Oakland Museum of California

Asian Art Museum

SF MoMA - "Time to Move" 
Free Family Day on June 2 

Take part in inventive art projects, hands-on
gallery activities, and loads of family fun on 

their last day before closing for 2 years! 

CA Academy of Sciences 
Free Admission on June 2 

“Check Out SF” with SFPL
Use your SF Public Library card to obtain
free passes to museums and attractions!
For info, visit: http://tinyurl.com/y56lbkv

SF PUBLIC LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Performances, workshops and summer 

reading programs await you at the SF Main
Library and neighborhood branches across 
the city!  Check the SFPL website calendar 

for more details!  www.sfpl.org

RANDALL MUSEUM
SATURDAY FAMILY ACTIVITIES

Low-cost, family friendly activities every
Saturday.  Drop-In Science at 10:30am

and Afternoon Art from 1 - 4 pm
For a complete schedule of activities,

visit: www.randallmuseum.org/
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